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Table 2.16
Estimated Median First-Spell Length of Stay*** in Days by Major Placement Type
2000-2002 Entries Combined

Median (All 
Placement 

Types) Kinship

Foster 
(Non-

Relative)

Foster (Non-
Relative; 
Agency) Group Shelter Other Mixed 

California 496 575 318 549 409 398 28 1,006

Alameda 369 594 24 512 ** 233 1,136
Alpine 285 236 335 * * * * *
Amador 252 260 752 200 * 197 * *
Butte 430 543 360 341 * 750 15 595
Calaveras 593 656 57 566 * ** * *

Colusa 234 524 * 73 * 278 * *
Contra Costa 446 558 188 542 743 447 1,253
Del Norte 303 646 133 665 * ** 60 *
El Dorado 296 363 380 201 * * * **
Fresno 658 707 496 761 1,105 716 11 1,090

Glenn 314 349 336 108 * 979 * **
Humboldt 236 455 159 526 * 88 14 1,599
Imperial 401 555 432 275 215 421 37 415
Inyo 699 300 737 ** * ** * 861
Kern 489 547 292 535 38 546 18 1,225

Kings 251 406 110 187 1,326 576 * 552
Lake 176 348 37 96 * ** * 712
Lassen 128 226 159 81 * 336 * **
Los Angeles 692 727 596 646 473 790 76 1,235
Madera 408 400 352 439 241 ** **

Marin 154 397 142 ** * 29 652
Mariposa 394 541 143 ** * ** * *
Mendocino 406 512 340 368 * 1,128 77 106
Merced 371 546 59 372 5 1,208 63 **
Modoc 122 673 265 115 * * 95 *

Mono 1,610 1,610 332 ** * * * *
Monterey 351 469 205 598 ** 90 34 1,075
Napa 449 482 402 408 * ** 35 194
Nevada 209 217 400 79 447 ** * *
Orange 497 578 521 621 791 481 49 594

Placer 242 286 175 329 201 1,004 17 728
Plumas 188 274 212 172 * * * *
Riverside 391 452 62 454 261 631 33 937
Sacramento 240 547 31 406 1,031 27 186 680
San Benito 476 425 852 555 * 549 34 307

San Bernardino 423 471 164 441 406 675 22 983
San Diego 510 540 547 861 765 693 18 1,284
San Francisco 555 712 275 436 651 522 49 **
San Joaquin 460 639 317 599 1,043 1,255 22 806
San Luis Obispo 391 430 364 349 514 177 57 891

San Mateo 231 409 88 277 409 25 36 **
Santa Barbara 420 646 355 514 * 488 * 217
Santa Clara 307 530 367 514 36 31 16 1,088
Santa Cruz 151 236 83 218 * 134 **
Shasta 472 572 134 740 * 635 38 **

Sierra ** * 5 ** * * * *
Siskiyou 283 325 762 220 * 964 * 784
Solano 582 622 617 532 ** 366 * 1,385
Sonoma 759 630 672 930 565 1,303 222 **
Stanislaus 540 594 370 661 221 260 151 1,204

Sutter 398 438 270 435 * ** * 857
Tehama 193 304 147 131 * 617 * 1,310
Trinity 122 229 46 326 12 572 *
Tulare 430 448 351 415 472 655 * 1,025
Tuolumne 262 423 132 619 * 122 * **

Ventura 470 509 361 566 ** 165 26 609
Yolo 541 556 330 551 * 130 * 556
Yuba 392 546 85 383 * 1,113 * 1,149
Missing 458 709 312 517 511 27 11 **

*There were no children in that category on which to calculate an estimate.
**Estimates not calculated since the corresponding proportion of entries had not yet exited care. 
***Based on the first placement episode of 5 days or more even if it is not the first actual episode.
Source: Center for Social Services Research. CWS/CMS 2004 Quarter 2 Extract.
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